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TANZANIA HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT (THDR)
1. Introduction: Objective of the concept note
The objective of this concept note is to inform on the impending THDR 2014:
its essence, the process of its preparation and what is to be expected out of it. It
serves to inform stakeholders of THDR project on what is involved in producing
the report. This information sharing is meant to not only create awareness
for stakeholders to eagerly wait for the report but also invite them to engage
in its development through a variety of ways. Internally (i.e. within Economic
and Social Research Foundation (ESRF) and key project partners), the concept
note is meant to serve as a roadmap for guiding and ensuring that the process,
schedule and timing don’t deviate from the original plan. In addition, the
concept note explains the rationale and relevance of the chosen theme for the
report.
2. Choice and justification of theme for THDR 2014
The rallying theme of the THDR 2014 is “Economic Transformation for Human
Development”. There is a convincing justification for this theme. Recently and
even now, there is serious soul searching and interrogations on why Tanzania,
despite its sound economic performance, is not making significant progress in
reducing poverty of its people. The selected theme is thus of much interest for
today’s Tanzania. It is intended to continue sparkling considerable attention of
the public through policy dialogues, online discussions, media exchanges and
other forms of engagement. It is expected that the report will likely influence
policy if it will come out with sharp messages and recommendations for
improving human development as the country gears up for higher growth.
The latter has to be underpinned by growth enhancement measures such as,
improved trade, robust targeted investments and technological progress that
help the people produce more and improve their lives in every field.
The background of the debates is that the country attained a growth rate of
above 6 per cent annually between 2001 and 2012 as against the target of 8
to 9 per cent per annum set in the Development Vision 2025. The consoling
factor is that the achieved rate is still above average in Sub Saharan Africa as
seen in Figure 1. In addition, mineral resources and discovered gas reserves and
uranium inspire optimism that the near future growth momentum will enable
the country to reach or come close to the Tanzania Development Vision (TDV)
goals.
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Fig.1: GDP Growth Rates 2000-2010
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While on one hand the economy is doing so well on the growth yard stick, on
the other hand, the proportion of population below income national poverty
line has remained stubbornly high (Fig.2). The proportion of people living below
the food poverty line, in 2006/07 was 16.6% in 2007, down from 22% in 1990.
The Millennium Development Goals target of 10.5% by 2015 may not be met.
Fig.2 Proportion of the poor population 1990 - 2015
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The consistent argument is that growth has not only failed to reduce poverty
but also inequality threatens the significant progress made. THDR 2014 will
elaborate on this argument, and in particular the hypothesis that economic
growth is not advancing human development sufficiently. One of the areas of
interest for THDR 2014 is therefore to address this nexus between growth and
human development and propose mechanisms of making sure that the twin
objectives are realized simultaneously. In relation to this, one dominant assertion
has been complaints that inadequate attention has been paid to agricultural
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sector. There has also been strong push towards increasing public investments
in social sectors as a mechanism to addressing poverty. THDR 2014 is therefore
meant to scientifically review, analyze and provide some intellectual thoughts
on transforming Tanzania’s economy for human development considering
resource constraints.
Given that the theme of THDR 2014 is on economic transformation for human
development, it is important that these two concepts be defined.
Definition of Human Development: Human development has been defined by
the United Nations Development Programme as the process by which people
can achieve higher levels of well-being by expanding their capabilities and
functioning1. Human development therefore seeks to enable people to lead
full and productive lives, whereby they can satisfy their life needs such as by
raising their incomes and improving specific factors of their standard of living.
In this respect for instance, in Tanzania people aim to have a better/longer life
expectancy, better health, higher literacy, personal liberty and freedoms and
better control over their own destiny. The above and other aspirations have now
been incorporated as essential steps for fulfilling human rights.
Definition of Economic Transformation: Economic transformation is a
process entailing the changing of the structure, path and speed of economic
growth. In Tanzanian context, it may mean moving from a state controlled to
market economy; thus a shift in the whole production relations and choice of
techniques for production. Economic transformation may also imply changes
in the drivers of the economy; and thus the sectors that contribute most to
growth. What it means really is not only transformation from low-growth to
high-growth but also to move to capital or technology-intensive production
processes that also facilitate more employment economy-wide (i.e. not
necessarily in the same industry).
The nearest to official definition of Economic Transformation in Tanzania was
contained in a REPOA Special Paper No. 8 of January 13 20132, carrying the
following statement:
What is socio-economic transformation? Socio-economic transformation is
commonly defined as a process in which an increasing proportion of economic
output and employment are generated by sectors other than agriculture. This
process of transformation connotes the shift from agricultural-based societies
1 UNDP 2011; Banarjeee at al., 2006
2 Mpango Phillip (2013), Socio – Economic Transformation for Poverty Reduction in Tanzania:
Eight key messages for unlocking Tanzania potential. REPOA, Special Paper # 8.
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to urban, industrial and/or service-based economies with sustained high Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth rates. GDP growth combined with a reduction
in the population’s growth rate - resulting from improvements in educational
access and quality increases GDP per capita, which, in turn, reduces poverty.
The definitions above simply imply that the two subjects of economic growth
and human development are twins that are inextricably related. One does not
need to be held back to allow fulfillment of the other.
3. Structure of THDR 2014
THDR 2014 will be organised in the following major sections:- Preface or Foreword
- Chapter 1: Status and Progress in Human Development
- Chapter 2: Economic Transformation in the Making: Going beyond growth
- Chapter 3: Economic Transformation we want
- Chapter 4: Transforming economic gains for human development
- Annex of statistical tables
Below is a brief description on the contents of the four thematic chapters:i)

Chapter 1: Status and progress of human development in Tanzania

The purpose of this chapter (to be repeated in subsequent THDR reports beyond
2014) is to report in fairly detailed account the state of human development in
Tanzania, i.e. review what happened to human development in Tanzania during
the last decade and beyond. The chapter will make significant cross-referencing
with other chapters as well as the statistical annex. The chapter will not just
list facts about human development but also provide different perspectives
on the same. The chapter will recount areas where progress has been made
as well, highlight challenges and emerging opportunities. In explaining the
status and progress of human development, the paper will use some traditional
development indicators such as those of MKUKUTA3 and MDG. The paper shall
also make use of human development index as well some newly developed
indicators for gauging human development including but not limited to
Multidimensional Poverty Index.
ii) Chapter 2: Economic transformation in the making: Going beyond
growth
This chapter is about what is meant by economic transformation, what is
taking place in the economy and what is not taking place. Here for example, the
3

Mkakati wa kukuza uchumi na kupunguza umaskini Tanzania – National Strategy for Growth
and Reduction of Poverty in Tanzania
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report will examine the changes in the sector composition of output and in key
economic sectors like agriculture, industry, mining, energy and transportation.
Recent discoveries of off shore natural gas and uranium have brought about
excitement for fast growth and development. However, there are looming fears
on management capacity for these resources. The paper will therefore shed
some light on management capacity issue for natural resources as a way of
fostering utilization of the resources for growth and development. Composition
of employment is quite another matter altogether. Other signs of economic
transformation may be seen in rapid growth of urban areas, a phenomenon
that has its own positive potential and downside to the economy and the social
fabric. Changes in export composition and labor productivity are taking place,
but to what extent? This chapter inevitably will describe the evolving role of
Government and the enhanced role of the private sector, as well as Public Private
Partnership initiatives underway (including for instance Southern Agricultural
Growth Corridor (SAGCOT), Export Processing Zones (EPZ), etc).
iii) Chapter 3: Economic transformation we want
This chapter is essentially about economic transformation we want which
can lead us to realizing aspirations of Development Vision 2025. The paper
will be written with vision 2025 as the main objective function informing the
kind of economic transformation that should be taking place today and in
the interim period. TDV 2025 aspires to transform Tanzania to be a society
with characteristic of a middle income country by 2025. The vision targets at
having per capita income of USD 3,000 in nominal terms by 2025. It is also the
aspiration of TDV 2025 to make Tanzania a society with high levels of human
development. According to TDV 2025, the economy will be transformed
from low productivity agricultural economy to semi industrialized one led by
modernized and highly productive agricultural activities which are effectively
integrated and buttressed by supportive industrial and service activities in rural
and urban areas. The economy will have the following attributes:(i) High quality livelihoods;
(ii) Peace stability and unity;
(iii) Good governance and rule of law;
(iv) Well educated and learning society;
(v) Competitive economy capable of producing sustainable growth and
shared benefits.
This paper will therefore address which kind of economic transformation should
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be taking place now so that the country can realize aspirations of TDV 2025.
iv) Chapter 4: Transforming economic gains for human development
This will be a concluding chapter and will argue that some more robust
mechanisms of stimulating public debate about human development and for
ensuring that human development occupies a center stage in the national
economic efforts is urgently needed. This will entail (i) a development approachchange in the mind set in policy making and policy conduct; (ii) creating
appropriate institutions; (iii) building a broader human capital development;
(iv) enhancing quality of basic service delivery (not just education); and
(v) significant infrastructure development to support growth and human
development.
4. Process of preparation of the report
The process of producing THDR 2014 will stretch from March 2013 to not later
than December 2014 when the report has to be finalized and launched. Table
1 below summarizes the major timelines set for accomplishment of various
phases of the report preparation process.
Table 1: Timelines for accomplishment of various activities for THDR 2014
S/# Activity

Responsible
Person
Commissioning process for background papers
1.
Identification of Background Papers
CG4/WG5 (based
on the outline)
2.
Development of Terms of Reference
CG/Consultant
3.

Timeline/
Deadline
1st week of June
2013
4th week of July
2013
3rd week of August
2013

Identification and recruitment of
CG
consultants (recruitment includes
commissioning i.e. signing of
contracts)
Review process of background papers
4.
Each paper shall have at least two reviewers to guide its development
Four submissions will be expected from each background paper
5.

4
5

First submission: Research Concept
Note detailing key questions and
issues to be presented to the CG

CG

1st Week of
September 2013

Core Group/team for THDR project
Working Group for THDR project
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6.

Second submission: Draft Report

Reviewer/WG
Reviewer/WG

7.
8.

Third submission: Draft Final Report
after incorporating inputs/comments
of reviewer/WG
Fourth submission: Final Report

9.

Editing and publishing

1st week of
November 2013
1st week of
December 2013

CG (Approval
process)
CG

4th week of
December 2014
4th Week January
2014
4th week of May,
2014
4th week of August,
2014

Drafting process of THDR 2014 report
10.

Drafting of the report

Drafting Team

11.

Review and revisions

CG/WG

Editing, printing and launching
12. Editing, printing and launching

Professional
Editor, ESRF,
Core Team

September to
December, 2014

According to the table above, the very initial stage for producing THDR 2014
is identification of background papers which is set to be done by the 1st
week of June 2013. The process of producing background papers is set to be
accomplished by the end of January 2014 so that drafting can commerce on
early February 2014. Overall synthesis of the report from background papers
is set to start in early February and finish by the end of May 2014. Printing is
planned to be done in the month of October 2014 so that launching can be
done in November/December 2014.
5. Background papers for THDR 2014
The process of producing THDR 2014 will involve preparation of 10 background
papers. The background papers will provide a base for producing THDR 2014.
The background papers shall be highly technical reports, to be produced
by experts in respective areas of specialization based on sound research
methodologies. Emerging findings and observations will be compared with
experiences from other countries with a purpose of drawing useful lessons for
Tanzania. It is expected that the background papers shall be developed into
articles in academic journals, discussion papers and other forms of outputs
of academic nature. The background papers will also be repackaged and
disseminated into different forms such as policy briefs, short media briefs, etc
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with a purpose of facilitating policy dialogue in Tanzania. The ten background
papers identified for THDR 2014 are as follows:Table 2: Background papers for THDR 2014
Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3
Paper 4
Paper 5
Paper 6
Paper 7
Paper 8
Paper 9
Paper 10

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Status and Progress of Human Development in Tanzania 6
Policy Reform, Structural Change and Economic Transformation
in Tanzania 7,8
Simulation of Scenario - Growth and Structural Changes for
attaining TDV 2025 9,10,11
Nexus Between Investing in Human Development and Growth 12
What Growth Pattern is needed to achieve the Objective of TDV
2025? 13,14
Managing Natural Resources for Sustainable Growth and
Human Development 15,16
Population Growth, Structure and Momentum in Tanzania 17,18
Healthcare transformation process in Tanzania: Has the goals
been achieved?19,20
What Lies Behind Further Decline in Education Standards in
Tanzania?21,22
Status and progress of human development in Zanzibar 23,24

Prof Adolf Mkenda
Prof Marc Wuyts
Mr Thadeus Mboghoina
Dr John Mduma
Dr Pantaleo Kessy
Dr Abbi Kedir
Dr Amarakoon Bandara
Dr Longinus Rutasitara
Dr Jehonavess Aikaeli
Dr Razack Lokina

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Dr Anthony Leiman
Prof Haidari Amani
Prof Otieno Agwanda
Prof Phares Mujinja
Dr Tausi Kida
Prof Suleman Sumra
Dr. Joviter Katabaro
Dr. Flora Kessy
Haji Machano Haji
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Economic and Social Research Foundation
51 Uporoto Street, Ursino Estates
P.O Box 31226, Dar es Salaam.
Mobile: (255-754) 780133, (255-777) 790133, (255-782) 780133
Fax: +255 736 60 52 55
Emails: esrf@esrf.or.tz or info@esrf.or.tz
www.esrf.or.tz

10
Concept Note_Final_20th_August_2013.indd 10

8/21/13 5:16 PM

